29tA of Tenthmoon — All Hodlows

oK ay ! don't Know how +o write Obout 1+Ais. | guess [l yust word vomit adl over
this poge. This was the third full Aoy of adventuring, were rnow in a new locotion. Im
really fired. | don't Know how to formot +hs, | guess I just 90 through the doy os it
hoppened. I'm sorry it | cant do it, and them, justice. | wish them blessed rest, world
willing. | don't liKe it when pecple die, | teel adl empty and twisty on the inside at the
same time.

Mission bodrd today:
o |vestigate hamming Oxound comp
® ) SKeletons room the swomp in 019 numbers
o » NMysterious veil of mist hongs over the swomp
o M Red swamp shord - clearup
o O Blue swomp shoard - clearnup
o O White swomp shord - clearnup
o > Green swamp shord - cledrup
o (Dther!

First inn wos with Xitli, her positivity never #0ils to make me hoappy. She told us
Obout whot's new in this new oxed, 05 we only just arrived yesterday. The First miission
About the humming we Ffound intriguing, though we mostly couldn't heor it, she soqd it
was very bothersome to those with more sensitive hearing. Joy the rot agreed. Apporently
Goudo has dwarven eors, rnot rat ears. Weird. | thought it might be a good idea to
investigate the mist First, 05 it could be obscuring +hings or it conld clear wp (no pun
intended) some of the other Hhings going on. After oo rather lengthy discussion we decided
to investigote the hamming, which | think was a- great idea, definitely atter what we
leorned From it, but olso becouse nobody liKes to howe ringing eors, | would Krow.

The mission Hself waos extremely interesting, | hod 50 much Fun with iH The medic
and adchemist tents were humming, the inside of the tents ot o much lower piteh, ond
Just around the outside at a- higher pitch. Crystadline was odso humming, spell stones and
wunchonged alike, ot o sort of medium pitch. And, you guessed it, atter oo bit we realized
thot | was humming too. | could be o pitch pipel The lanterns were also humming couse
Me/ Aowe ar/smz(me in them. Zet set up o rituod (| +Aink?) ard pm" Pholonoe +o 5(ee,D
with his dream sorcery word. Moy he rest peacetully forever, he will rot be forgotten. |
only learned obout this (Oder on, but Ffolomoe Aod o vision during the dream. [l try to
recount it Qs best | con.. | believe there was thunder, thunder, thander, +hen a- rainbow



thot crocked liKe a whip and lett oo clear spot in the middle.. something liKe that. We
loder interpreted it as the leyline being about to snap, which is pretty much correct. Ne
eventuadly #jgured out thot the tents were enchanted, and enchonted +hings were
hamming od a- different pitch than the crystodline things, and sKill shared spells didn't
Auwmi, becouse 7’%6)/ aren't tied to a spell stone, so ro ar/sﬁd(/ne. | wanted to cut M)/Sdf
down to 0o bone to see whot it looKed (iKe and read mogic on it Zet was 9oing to Adﬂ
me. Feople were really shocKed by my willingness to get cut, but | don't understond, we
con heal it instantly arywoy so | might as well learn something. Didn't end up
hoppening, pecple were doing other things. Avyways Joy put some crystalline dust on o
shield and the humming chorged strength ond volume when the dust wos in different
shopes or patterns. | seem to remember that the triowygle wos strongest. | +think squore
was wedk. Stor was interesting in some woy, | con't remember. ﬂ’]y brain's a litHe
fuzzy.. Anyway we read magic on the air ond found a- lof of red monda, moderote green
ond blocKk (| think block wos o litfle more becouse swamp), ond o deficit of blue. We
couldn't checK the white mano. because we AQdn't done white mano. wawedving, but we
loter found out thot it was Odso awverage levels. While we were doing ofher +hings the
erystalline dust formed into o weird shape by itself from the vibrations, the best short
description | con think of is [iKe an onion.” The cross section. A line down the middle,
four concentric AOLE circles on either side of +he line, and +he second outermost AolE
ring Aos a line thot follows the middle line on the end.. confusing. Il drow it.

Thot's pretty much whot it looKed liKe. | +hink by +Hhot point we felt liKe we
Knew whot was hoppening, so we decided to move on. No time o waoste,

Second inn | con't remember.. wy heod hurts.. [+ wos probobly Zorai. The wpshot
is Hhat we decided to go to the white shard. We thought it would be usetul to howe people
able to manpulote white mana, especially since thot is the only one we didn't Aowe. It
was o pretty stroghttorwanrd shord, similar to the ofhers, we ran into some sKeletons,
white elementals, and the coolest port.. oo rituod circle. lf was o pretty normad ritual
except for o few things which Il mention in a minute. There were morKs of one person
maKing and pertorming the ritudd, and one person in the middle of the ritual circle who
didn't enter it, but left it We Fgured out thot it was summons, or rebirth, or one of



those necromancer—y things. The mano- was blocK, as you'd expect, but the rituod odso
hrod - lot of red mano- in it Not Yood. It telt (iKe it wos suck 719 evef)/v’%mj into itselt.
Horlow is an idiot. Im 0o Rypocrite. She stepped into the circle and got essentiodly spirit
reaped ) / 50y she's o idiot but | was right about to pat iy hond into i+ when she
stepped inside. Con't blome me For cariosity! So she collopsed in the circle, and we (eft
her there for a- minute and the rituad started doing o bockwords rituod, it storted
wndoing whot it Aod done.. We didn't wont to leave the rituod oround for too long 50 we
palled Horlow out and just fixed her ourselves, then we destroyed the circle, | wish |
could remember how. Beou tried to absorb 0 bunch of the mono when the ring broKe. It
Kindo- just went shzoomph in on i#self ond was gone. We got to the unwetwing /MMZ/,
ond ok my gods [ feel (iKe I'm getting tired too quick ly. Monr ond dod really Know how
to serew wp oo Kids lite. | was taKing Foatigue whot seems liKe every 40 seconds or so,
but Beau helped me out by ta.King the extroe mona | +think? Avywoys we attuned to
some white things and went on with the wiweowing, | porticipoted, ond +his wos record
time! 12 seconds! So thot worKed out

Third inn wos with Zoaroq, she's the some old spook, but | [iKe her. We told her
whot we Aad learned From the Aumming, and obout the ritual, and she found it very
interesting and time sensitive. She did some Kind of really cool spell or something where
she drew her hands out into the Qir in Front of her ond bocK towords Aerselt (iKe
wawes, 0nd she apparently learned from +hat thot the air was chorqged with red
manos | 0sKed her otter we were done discussing to see it she could give me ary insight
Obout wiy bones. She did a- similas Hhing and soid +Aat miy bones were chasged with red
mond, and odso block oand white. We decided to discuss whot to do over lunch and ry
to Figure out whot wos 9going on.

[ ate some bread, wosn't very hungry. Fixed Beaw's brocelet. We storted +alKiny,
pecple reloyed Pholomoe's vision, ofter o while somebody did on oracle.. | don't remember
to whom. | wish | could remember better, | just teel Kinda sicK. (A The orocle gowve us
o lot of insight, the question was "whot's going to hoppen’ | +hink. It showed wowes of
blue and red mong A0+ Odternoted, red rushing out ond blue rushing bocK. About this
time we O0dso storted A0wing surges of mort, mond 0dding to us and being +oken From
us. This Kept happening oll doy until the actual thing hoppened.. it wos spread out
every hour or 30 miinutes or so | +Aink, maybe o- little foster. it started with one of
eoch, then increased o two, then four, then ejght. The oracle showed more, moybe on
explosion or crock, or something liKe #hat, | con't +hinK of the right word ond | con't
remember too well. The oracle Ae[/Ded us out. (Zorai soid +his /00/7" to0) we hod Q- choice
between trying to stop this event From Aappening or 1rying to detend agoinst it We all



went bocK ond forth a lot, but o lot of the time it felt (iKe whatever this thing waos
/5 50 big thot we couldn't really do either. We started looKing ot the map, and realized
the shords were all in a- line, with red ot one end 9oing 0wy From the Shimmerglass
seq, and blue on the other end. MaKes sense. | then thouwght +hat maybe the sea. or
something inlfrom the sea was sucking in all the blue mana (hence the deticit) and red
monge wos rushing in to Fill that space. And then the blue would 0dl come rushing
bock out ond overflow in a big mong- tsunomi! For a while we were +olK ing about the
leyline liKe oo foult line, ond the event (iKe 0o mano- quoke, but +hot's rot guite right.
The leyline is [iKe a- foult, but this wasn't an earthguoke. That would line up with the
oracle too. Lots of +alKing.. discussion.. pecple are bod ot listening sometimes. ThoA's o
ittle meon though, people are really good at listening tool At some point we switched
geor From 7’7’)//7@ to //jm’e out whot wos 9oing on, to f‘f)//'nj to //jw’e out whot to do
obout it. We adl threw o lot of Knowledge at the problem, everyone here is so smart and
folented.

We all tried our trodecratts on the problem, mathematics, priest, forester, doctor,
MéfMA/S/&S, ete etc.. got a lot of information, | don't feel liKe writing it all down t+hough.
Xitli come bocK ond helped wus. Around this point | reodized thot Beou ond | were
royodly screwed ond would probobly vaporize info dust when the leyline snopped and die
forever, so thot waos fun. &ZWZ/V we're rot dead though. We pProposed sending people or oo
group of people From the outpost to the green manoe shord, as we needed protection From
red ond blue mano, ond green and black ore opposite, so we would be profected o
little From red oand blue in that shord. There wos also +alK of getting rid of oll our
magic items, and things with crystalline, couse we thouwght they'd explode with the maorno
surge. Didn't end up hoppening though. We ended wp deciding thot we should try to direct
the surge when the snop hoppened, os we couldn't stop it, or detend From it. Threw ont
a lot of options of where to send it, o rardom poteh of grass’ It would 9o in both
directions) 0o line, so0 thot doesn't work. The Shimmergloss seal Full of crystodline! Goom!
But 0dso peaple live out there, con't risk sending it +hrough +hot woy. The best options
we could think of were either sending it up, to the mana scope, or down, to the prime.
The mano- scope mpght hove +aken it, but it still wouldve been o problem, just up there.
Adding mano- to more mona probobly wouldn't do much. The prime thowgh we thought
conld neutrodize it, just liKe the items, the teleporting sword couldn't just be held down,
but could be directed. So, prime it is. Not masy things are prime in 0 usetul woy to us.
Morgonti, or just sending it down. The problem with down is +hat +his whole oreo- is built
on top of erystadline mines! Yippeell L ets send o ton of mano. down there and blow them
up! Obviously not. We Aad no miorganti, so thot was our only option, but we hrod to do it
corefully so we Owoided the mines. There are oo tew caves that aren't crystalline mines,



opod mines Ond coves ond Fhings, and Xitli helped point some out on the moap. We picked
one, 0nd opod mine | thinkK, ond headed out. Some of us stayed behind to help out in
town Qs best 05 they could. | turned out to be Aelptul, | was still hamming, but the
deeper underground we got the quieter | became, very maqginodly though. I'm liKe oo mano-
sensor. We went down.. ond down.. ond down.. ond Ait oo woldl.

SK/v hos threshold sense, which helped us Know that the wall is o threshold, we
tHhink +o the prime. fo_/v oand 1K' nadi(2)] still don't Know Aow o spell his nome) Aad been
maAKing a wawe rotating ritudd plon, super super interesting, but we odso wanted to get
closer to the prime. Their Hhought was Aot the morna was in 0o wowe, and it you rotote
hodt of oo wowe Aolfwoy it would cancel out. We wonted to get closer to the prime
%AoujA, and [ f'AoogAv" we should Just 7‘/)/ fo get f'Afoo(jA i+ Mda/pA/vs/aaz(/, 1ot pA/s/anZ/,
but we mostly adl ogreed that when the next surge of mono- hoppens, (this time it would
be 8 mano we thought, exponentiod) we would odl Poy oLl our mano- into Beau and Ae
would cost Firebadl on +he wodl +o 7’7’)/ to blow %AfaujA i+, Knau//nj whot we Krow riow,
we Qre idiots. I'm sorry thot were so stupid, it didn't Aave to happen this way. We were
so close to Fixing it. JZ/V, IK'nodi, ond some others were trying to set ap a rituad, and Zet
ond Huilotl did unwetwing.” On the wodl?? | +Aink? | con't remember. They wonted us
oL to sing to the wall, they started with "l Sit Beside the Fire and ThnK", but we didn't
Know it ond were oll out of tune, it didn't worK. Some other suggestions were thrown out,
ond then | soid the sy Gitsy Spider, which | think is a- greod one ond would Aowe
worKed.. Just as we were starting to sing +hat the mana surge come, Beowu ran over
ond we 0dl poaid oll our mono. and he cast the spell, there wos no time to think. Gods
| con't even write it s s0 awtul.

The mine cowed in. | don't Know how we thought it couldve worKed, it was so
stupid. We 0l died +housomnds of feet undergronnd, baried by miles of rocK. And we didn't
even do Onything to help the arc. Thot's what it wos by the way, o second, smodler,
arc, Obout 251 of the size of the First | thinK. We Fjgured t+hot out for sure afterwords.
We all stoyed in our bodies, wed leosred beforehond +hot it you were alive, there was o
Aigher chance of being attected but with less bod eftfects, and it you were deod, there
was O lower chonce of being ottected, but with worse ettects. And it you were o wisp..
goodbye. One person mustve wisped, Im sorry Ae didn't Know. He will rot be forgotten. The
outpost was Ait preﬁ‘y Aord, but (uck /Z)/ Frolomoe Aid 50/14&7’%//73 thot /Jr’aba/bl)/ Adped.
She found morgonti, | +hink it belorys to Pendape? 7| don't Know Aow or M//\)/ she Aos it
or Aod it | guess. Frolomae used the morganti (iKe o lightning rod ond chonneled the
mona. storm Hhrough it ond into the ground | think. She hos really reat scors row.
She's got LiKe gold lightning scars From her right Aand all the woy up her rjght orm,



ond then that turns into o purple spirad on her chest, and then into blacK (jghtning
scars odl the way down her left arm to her hand. She's being Kind of an ass about it
fhough. "Ohh, | Fixed whole +hing by M/vsd/, wieh meh meh'. We did our best, i+s not liKe
this is the Kind of thing we do every doy, and just because her +hing Aagpesed to work
ond not Kill everyone doesn't mean +ho4 we coused #his whole problem. Ceau certoinly
doesn't deserve the blame for it but | Know Ae's feeling super guilty. We odl participoted,
we mostly ogreed on the plon betorehand, ond most importontly we all pasid our wasa
for the spell. Beou wos just the one who conld cost it I+ wos - group mistoke, ond just
thot, o mistoke.

Al of the innKeepers survived, and so did most people in comp, but admost
everyone hOs severe monorash of all five types. LucKy Frolemae doesn't though. And
Zoros. They're both Fine. We hod sent a- group to take shelter in the Green Swanp
Shard, oand fAé/v Maﬁﬂ/ survived, but Obout two thirds of them come bock with
mutOtions. Some of them are helptul, liKe regeneration, but some are.. rot s0 good. Some
pecple con't use their hands, | heoard. Most of them hoawe Greenrash ond BlacKrash. Dut
of adl three groups, a- little more Hhan oo dozen people pd'd, but rnone of them received
Divine Interventions. That seems a- little weird to me. This litHe second arc 9ot alllll the
woy out to the Seo, and lucKily TeaKiri wos mostly spored, but RoraKiri and Gemgloss
were it hoard. The range and strength of the impoct wos smodler than the First are,
which is good. KaraKiri got slommed in oo similos way to Zori-Kiri, ond Gemylass mostly
got Bluerash. One other person pdd, Lily, who wos pretty new to the porty. Im sorry that
we put her in this dosger. And of course, Zet. DA I'm s0 sorry Zet, I'm 50 s0 sorry. This
should never hduwe Aa/ppened You Aad so much you were worKing on, your potients, the
booK, and your bones Ore baried ond I won't be able to get them to your Z/bra//. I Ao
everything | con to get your body out, | promise. | just don't Know i# it will be enough.. |
wish | could do more. Oh and guess what. DA J'o/V./ CHAINS IS OUT. 04, ond guess whot
again!! Mom ond dad are GONE and so are all the littes with them!!! WITH NO
TRACE!! DA /ea/A, /74//6&7“ plonning, just leque your two oldest children without telling
them Ond Asappear off of the foce of Fodnorion right before a- giont gods Aaniead
aisaster ond don't even bother +o consider Qriyorie else, lef adone your cAhilaren, 7‘%6/
wounldn't core KIGHTZ!? ﬂé/v don't ever need support, or Juidarnce, or For you to fell #he
trat il RIGHT VY] ANED CLALPIZIZ Thot sounds pertectly normad to mel Dommit my
honds Ore shaKing. | need - minute.

S0, no more chains. Beow is going to hdwe to readust o it Hell probably be super
byper now. Or moybe the opposite. | don't Know.. At least we don't Aave to worry about
it Killing Aim M)/Mar’d 7o be honest it is a lood of iy shoulders, even it it does mean



that it might destroy LoKeshore, whatever it is. Now i#'s fime for Leilani to write about
herselt in her literad own journod. | sure do todK o lot. But /eM about me, I'mi rnot
feeling so great atter the arc. | thought Geau omd | would just permanently die when it
hoppened, I'm literally maode ot erystodline ot this point so | thought | would just explode
forever, but (uck /‘Z/v thot didn't /\M,ﬁw.’ ' Aarzesf'l/v a litHe dumblounded by it still, +o
be honest. | HAink the second oxc reacted with me in the same way the First one did. |
con feel evéf/%A/nj (mogic and morno. | meon) so much more row. s o littHe much to
be honest, but [l howve to get used to it, | don't +think it's going to 9o Oy Oy time so0m,
iF ot adl. | just feel so tired odl the fime. | feel odmost.. Frogile | guess, liKe | might get
bumped and just shatter right there. El/é//ﬁme ! stay around the shords too long | stort
to get so tired, my limbs get heauvy, | feel liKe m being wejghed down with mogic. | don't
Know exQetly whodt changed, but something Ketimtely did. s not odl bad though! | feel
much more in tune with morno now, | didn't Know thot was even possible but it is. |
feel.. connected to it, [iKe i#s Howing through me more, liKe Im a reed in a river. The
mona- Howing 0dl around me and | bend with it; drogged around by the rushing water,
but it ddso Hows through me, | feel porous, Aollow, waiting to be A/a(m/%ed with mogic. |
don't Know it +Hhot moKes sense ot odl. But +hot's whot it feels (iKe. | feel (iKe | coan
see?) it better now? Monar | meon. IFs not (iKe | con M%ua,([/v see it, moybe its more
of Q- sense Kindae +hing. Im sure i#ll come in hondy, it's pertect for the Kind of work
were doing. I'm just worried Obout the Fotijgue, just existing is making me fired. Il Aove +o
get over i, foughen wp. | con do it. The more experience | get the stronger | get, and the
less fired | feel. [ just howe to push throwgh it Foin is temporory!

I'm writing this outside the tents, becouse the medic's tent is A blue shard right
now Ond the inn tent is O red one, and | Adwe red blue ond white mong rash right
now. Everyone is +aKing totigue Ffrom their mono rash and being in the shords of those
colors, really quicKly too. /17/ mono- rosh is not as bad 05 i+ was (05 month, it's more
wioderote, ond only howing three colors instead of odl five is definitely nice. Everyone else
who was in the cove also got red and blue mono rash, adso moderote, and some of us
Aod white (eft over from the white shord But yeatr, I'm sitting outside, and it is
miserable. It's o blocK shord. It stinks liKe hell ond death, the ground is mad ond |
Keep sinKing down into it every couple of miinutes, the benches and +ables ond whotever
else out here Keeps getting swallowed by the swomp ond | Keep having to pull them out,
ond it feels.. heowy. The grownd s dorK, and sticKy, its iKe tor. And oh iy gods the
smell. s worst in the mornings ond evenings, but there's not really orywhere else for me
to be at the moment, so | just howe to deal with it. E‘/e/)/v%mj - the air, the 9round,
sounds, odl of i+ — fteels hetury, ond theres liKe o faint; cold, prickling feeling everywhere.
s admost liKe a- wisp. lve been Ouwoiding the other two tents, [m not used to the normal



Amtount of Hiredness | Aowe now, and | need +o dedd with +Aot before | odd on any more
From being in those shards.

[ won't lie, things are rowgh right row. | don't [iKe losing people, ond it was only o-
few, whot's going to Aappen the next fime we Adwe 0n Orc, are there Joing to be more
ares? And who dies then? Our innKeepers? Sis? Beou? What's going to Aappen to me, ore
ports of wiy body Just going to Keep being reploced by Lrys%ﬂl/'ne forever, until I'ni not me
onymore? Whodt am | going +o do when | end ap odl alone. And | Aawe no more Fanily
now, | guess. Il try to Find them, bat what i# they're just.. gonel Whot it they're dead?”
And the litte ones.. Comila, she wos just leorning how to paint and she loved i+ so
much, 0nd Lang. ond Reed, ond Moru ond Kigo- just storted school.. Whot if | never see
them o90in’ Whot it its adl mom and dod's foult’ | just con't trust them anymore, |
feel liKe everything is crashing down oxound my ears. And I'm just so tired. So. so. fired.
But y'Know ot least Choins is gonel | have to stay positive, theres no room for despoir
right now. Beou s 9oing to be better row, he's rnot. /ea//\. Evef/vv%//y will be good, it'll be
odright! No worries herel U journod more soon, XOXOXO Leilori

ES. Teeth oren't bones. Wejrd.



